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Decoding “The Mechanism of Meaning ”
by Arakawa and Gins (3)
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Half a century ago, S. Arakawa and M. Gins (hereafter referred to as the artists) presented a
series of works titled “The Mechanism of Meaning,” which includes three types of works: panel
paintings, books, and prints. The artists, with an awareness of the spatial perception of blind
persons—namely that of Ms. Helen Keller—created these works to analyze the meanings of “to
regard” or “to observe,” and finally “to synthesize” the results in paintings. We, the present authors,
also interested in the differences in perception between visually able and disabled persons, have
tried to discuss and decode the artists’ ideas and to establish a preliminary grammar of what may be
called “visual language.” During our discussions, we found a possible direction that might serve the
construction of generative Al in the field of visual communication. As a partial interim report, this
text is submitted to show: (1) the function and presentation methods of lines in representing cubic
forms and their relations, including line connections; and (2) the functions of colors, particularly

their juxtaposition, superposition, mixture, and other combinations.
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